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Dear Parents 

I wrote to you earlier this week with plans for the safe reopening of school on Monday 8th March 
and ask that you read with care the information therein; we are very much looking forward to 
welcoming the pupils back in for the remainder of the term. As ever, I am hugely gratified to hear 
and read the glowing comments from so many of you about our online provision; it is very heart-
warming for the teaching and support staff to know that all of their hard work is being 
appreciated. Likewise, you have done an amazing job supporting your children and should feel 
proud of your contribution to the KHS home learning platform being so successful. Hopefully, 
with the speedy roll out of the vaccinations, we can all move forward with confidence that 
schools will now stay open for good! 

In assembly, it was lovely to hear Mr March share memories about his favourite childhood 
book, The Hobbit, from which he read the opening page in anticipation of World Book Day. Well 
done to those of you who dressed up as your favourite character! Miss Patel then introduced 
plans for International Women’s Day which takes place on Monday and spoke passionately about 
her scientific icon, Rosalind Franklin, who pioneered hugely significant research into the 
discovery of DNA.  

Furthermore, Mr Mitchell painted a vivid picture of a 
school in war-torn Yemen (pictured right) where 
pupils attend class in a dilapidated building with no 
walls, due to the ongoing conflict, and a little nine 
year old boy called Ahmed, blind since birth, is the 
cover teacher when classes are not supervised. 
Lessons are often punctuated by the sound of 
gunshots. It made us all feel very fortunate to have 
such a lovely school to come back to next week and 
that our own worries are inconsequential by 
comparison to those faced by the girls and boys at 
Ahmed’s school. Everything is relative! 

Over the next three weeks, our priority is to offer a 
measured, safe and welcoming environment for the 
boys. It is important that we continue to be patient 
and understanding of one another since each 
individual will be facing their own challenges, often 
unspoken, in the days ahead. 

Yours sincerely 

  

 

Duncan Murphy       

Headmaster 

 

 

 

 

https://www.kingswoodhouse.org/our-school/co-education-at-khs/


Please find below the calendar dates for next week and any current notices: 

MARCH 2021                   WEEK  1 

Monday 08 0815-0845 

 

0840 

 

Years 1 –6 arrive in school 

Staggered arrival times for Years 7—11 to accommodate testing on site (see info!) 

Divisional Assemblies 

Tuesday 09 From 1610 9H Parents’ Evening via School Cloud 

Wednesday 10 0840 

All day 

Whole School Assembly online 

Study Centre Parents’ Evening via School Cloud 

Thursday 11 All day 

From 1610 

Study Centre Parents’ Evening via MS Teams 

9T Parents’ Evening via School Cloud 

Friday 12  Headmaster’s Blog & Weekly Newsletter  

A new initiative from Mme Swift—our very own Suzie 
Dent in Dictionary Corner—we will be bringing you a 
fascinating word, or piece of language and literary 
history; also great for those online quizzes! 
The origin of the word ‘barricade’… 
 
In 1588 in France, the Duke of Guise (a Catholic nobleman) 
and his followers entered Paris to revolt against a decision 
made by King Henri III, to give the Hugenots (a Protestant 
group) equal rights. The King's loyal subjects erected barri-
ers of huge barrels to block the streets. This event became 
known as ' la journee des barricades'.  
 
Barricade is from the French word barrique meaning barrel. 

Lockdown Benefits… 

It is always important to look for the positives in any 

situation and lockdown is no exception; perhaps it has 

given time and space to allow new skills to develop or 

habits that promote a better lifestyle or mind set?  

Mr Hendry was delighted to learn about one pupil in 

Year 6 who would have previously reached for his gam-

ing console, rather than a pair of trainers, but now is 

eager to get out the door and get active given half a 

chance!  

Well done to Rex T who bought a kick back and training 

cones with his Birthday money and now makes sure he 

trains everyday with dedication; once restrictions al-

low, he will be joining Nork Rovers football club on a 

weekend.  

A brilliant 

lockdown 

outcome!  

Return to School and Resumption of Clubs from 8th.March 

Mrs Lambert, along with all the staff, have put together some Covid-safe and fun extra-

curricular opportunities for the boys to enjoy in the last three weeks of term. These will 

operate in year group bubbles with reduced numbers; all details can be found on the 

school website here We look forward to seeing your son join in with his friends. 

https://www.kingswoodhouse.org/parents-information/extra-curricular/


World Book Day—Senior Pupil Briefing 

Mr Sukhdeo spoke to the Seniors at the Pupil Briefing about one of his favourite books- 

‘Black Box Thinking’ by Matthew Syed.  He explored the themes of grit, perseverance and 

the importance of embracing failure to bring about success . He also spoke about the fas-

cinating concept of marginal gains and the incremental 1 % changes of improving little 

things which add up to a bigger success; the improvements in the GB Olympic cycling 

team and F1 racing are examples 

of this over the years.  

 

Some small changes you could 

make would be going to bed half an hour earlier on school 

nights, drinking one more glass of water a day or turning 

off devices twenty minutes before bedtime to help you 

relax and sleep better—all these small changes that, over 

time, would make for a ‘better’, improved you!  

Safe re-opening of whole school from 8th March 
 
We appreciate a lot of emails have been sent regard-
ing the return to school for all pupils and staff from 
8th March following government guidelines; please do 
take some time this weekend to read and digest the 
content carefully as it will help all parties concerned at 
what may be an anxious time.  
 
We are here to ensure your son enjoys the last few weeks of the Spring Term back in school with his friends and peers. 
If you have any concerns, or queries, please do get in contact with your son’s Form Teacher in the first instance. 
 
Please click here to access information form the children’s charity the NSPCC which provides parents some resources 
to support children on their return to school.  

We have also been recommended to share with you the following website links might be helpful to you as parents and 
carers during this hard time we are all going through.  

Coronavirus Support for Parents and Health and Wellbeing Guide for Parents & Carers  

Thank you. Ms Timothy ELSA 

Music Tea Time Concert—a note from Miss Foster  

Firstly, thank you to all the form tutors for encouraging the boys to take part in 
this informal concert. We have had so many boys send in videos, so the concert, 
although quite long, was a huge success and well worth the watch / listen!  

The boys have been excellent, and so too the peripatetic staff; all of whom put in a 
great deal of hard work and effort to make this happen so my biggest thanks to 
them! We have some fabulously talented musicians at Kingswood House all be-
cause of their enthusiasm, dedication and perseverance. 

 Here is the link to the concert. Thank you. Miss Foster 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/away-from-home/at-school/#cornavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/251565/Health-and-Wellbeing-Guide-for-Parents-Jan-2021-FINAL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KgxrS7MMfOM&feature=youtu.be


   Mr Murphy’s  

 

Please find Mr Murphy’s topical thoughts for the week and the pupils who have been ’Mentioned in Dispatches’ for something note

-worthy recently.  You can read the names of pupils nominated below and see the HM Blog: here 

LOWER PREP 

1 & 2L 

Ted R for working so hard every day in school. Mrs Lambert 

Jack S 1L very kindly created a Valentine’s Day card for the wonderful charity, Age Concern UK. The cards were delivered to 10 el-

derly couples around Epsom along with an afternoon tea! Miss Hylands 

Ted R 2L also very kindly created a Valentine’s Day card for the wonderful charity, Age Concern UK. The cards were delivered to 10 

elderly couples around Epsom along with an afternoon tea! Miss Hylands 

3M 

Ciaran P for amazing his maths work, adding up two 3 -digit numbers using the column method. Mrs Marskell 

Zachary B also took part in ‘Operation Cupid’ and very kindly created a Valentine’s Day card for Age Concern UK. Miss Hylands 

4S 

This week it is Hugo H for working so well at school in the key worker group. He’s done lots of work independent and hasn’t made a 

fuss - we look forward to joining Hugo back in the classroom next week! Miss Smith 

Hugo H and Torin A-I both created a Valentine’s Day card for the initiative organised by the charity, Age Concern UK. Miss Hylands 

Torin A-I for his amazing maths work, adding up two 3 -digit numbers using the column method. Mrs Marskell 

UPPER PREP 

5F 

Peter S for his perseverance through lock down. Ms Forbes 

Benji A for working hard in maths. Ms Forbes 

Byron M for his excellent Pop Art piece of work and generally great effort during lessons. Mrs Wraith 

5S 

Nathan J and Sam F-L for coming to see me every morning before school and during their breaks to say hello. For handing their 

books in to me to mark every day and picking them up for the next day’s lesson. They have never had to be reminded and they are 

always smiling. It’s not easy being in the IT suite all day and they’ve been total troupers! Mrs Seiver 

Nathan J was also one of the boys that took part in creating a Valentine’s Day card for Age Concern UK. His card was so beautiful 

that the daughter of the elderly couple rang in to LBC radio and praised Nathan for his amazing card. The couple were thrilled to 

receive such a lovely, handmade, thoughtful gift to cheer them up. Miss Hylands 

6L 

Jason S returning to the UK. He was telling us about his journey and it’s good to hear he is back home safely. Mrs Lindley 

6S 

Izyan S who continues to work well and show respect for online etiquette even though he is in Pakistan. Madame Swift 

All of 6S who have worked really hard during the last six weeks, I look forward to having you all back in the classroom on Monday! 

Madame Swift 

Last week, both Year 6 classes made great starts to their geography projects on UK cities. There were some great discussions and 

the boys had lots of interesting ideas and facts to share. Mr Mitchell 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dipcAcq0Ucg


continued 

 

7BA 

Ibrahim M for displaying the values of the Kingswood House Way at home. Mr Barratt 

Avaneesh G for his hard work creating a Kahoot! quiz for the class to use in their revision and then hosting it! Miss Patel 

Ethan C, Arlo S and Conor T for their fabulous extension work on their favourite scientists! Miss Patel 

Ethan C was one of the boys who got involved in the Age Concern Valentine’s day project as well; thank you for your efforts. Miss 

Hylands 

Ayaan S for his continued effort with the extension tasks in lessons. Mr Sukhdeo 

7BL 

Pryank P is always very polite during form time, he always says good morning and has excellent online etiquette. Miss Black 

Jonathan B is always on time to every form period and showed willingness to remind the form about the importance of being healthy 

after pupil briefing. Miss Black 

Zac M doesn't find French easy, but he is always cheerful and tries hard with all the topics. Madame Swift 

Joshua I for his improved contribution to lessons - great to see him become more self-assured! Mr Sukhdeo 

7P 

Noah S for always contributing to lessons and tutor periods – he is an example of confidence! Miss Patel 

Enzo R and Joe H for their fantastic work in Science lessons! Miss Patel 

In general, all Y7 are taking a very studious approach in their maths lessons; they're on the ball! Mrs Lindley 

Will H, and Noah S also very kindly created a Valentine’s Day card for the Afternoon Tea hampers that Age Concern delivered to local 

residents in Epsom and Ewell – well done boys. Miss Hylands 

Joe H always helps his peers in my enrichment class by sharing instructions on the screen for them to follow. Mr Mitchell 

8L 

Oliver W for his excellent online etiquette, punctuality and organisation over the last couple of weeks. Mr Laudy 

Rory S - well done for being prompt with work return. Mrs Lindley 

James C and Alex H for their fantastic scores in latest Science assessments. Miss Patel 

Tommy W for his huge improvement in science over this term! Miss Patel 

Dan P for always asking interesting questions about science in the world around him. Miss Patel 

8T 

Lukas C for his growing confidence in assessments! Miss Patel 

Ben C and Stuart C for their fantastic scores in their latest Science assessments. Miss Patel 

SENIORS 

9H 

Zac A for starting well after half term and producing excellent work in art. Mr Hendry 

Oliver K, Joseph S and Will H for their fine work in English. Mr March 

Chris H: improved work ethic in maths and his positive disposition in lessons! Keep it up Chris. Mr Sukhdeo 

Archie E was really helpful to a classmate who thought he had lost his assessment paper. Archie calmly talked him through the prob-

lem and the script was found to the relief of everyone. Mr Mitchell 

Ismail M who remained very calm when his computer and Mr Mitchell’s crashed at the same time at the start of an assessment. He 

had to wait patiently until the problem was fixed but remained very calm and carried on without fuss. Mr Mitchell 



continued 

 

9T  

Theo V-P in 9T for raising money for Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness. They were tasked with walking, running or cycling 3 

miles a day from Sunday to Sunday – which he did! 42 people in total took part who walked, ran and cycled 882 miles altogether to 

raise in total a staggering £3,911!! By taking part, he has made a real difference to lives of people facing homelessness. Not all heroes 

wear capes! Mr Twinley 

All of our Year 9s for their adaptability to the remote assessments and for coping so well over the past week. Mr Sukhdeo 

Well done to Year 9 for working well on their online geography assessments and handing in completed scripts promptly. Mr Mitchell 

10H 

10H for their continued perseverance with all things virtual! They have been so good at turning up on time for all registrations/form 

times/PSHE etc. Well done to them all for adapting so well and keeping their motivation. Mrs Haunstetter 

Ollie S for being very understanding and empathetic in an email exchange. Mrs Haunstetter 

Eddie F, Ryan L and Joseph O - always taking part in lessons and make it clear they are listening and following the lesson. Mrs Lindley 

10W 

Ali D – an impressive effort in lessons despite grappling with some tech issues. Mr Sukhdeo was very impressed with his application 

of Volume of a cone and Frustums! Mr Sukhdeo 

Josh L for showing perseverance in maths over the last two weeks. Mr Sukhdeo 

Max M-N when starting on a difficult Chemistry topic, Max made a help sheet during his own break time for other boys in the class to 

use. This benefited the whole class and was extremely thoughtful. Miss Black 

Ed B is working incredibly well on his HPQ project comparing the Covid 19 pandemic with life in the blitz. He has enough research 

material to complete a Masters degree!! Mr Mitchell 

11B 

A mention for Matty H for his continued hard work finishing seven months of coursework for his DT GCSE. Mr Bailey  

Matty H and Arad R for their contributions to discussions about poetry. Mr March 

Oliver P for his consistent effort and hard work in maths. Mrs Lindley 

11W 

All my Year 11s for their humour and laughter during catch ups – it has been a breath of fresh air after a day online! Mrs Wraith 

Jazib A for always attending catch ups at the end of the day. Mrs Wraith 

Toby R for his contribution to the class discussion about poetry. Mr March 

Harri G for securing a place onto the Mars engineering apprenticeship scheme; he beat some tough competition! Mr Sukhdeo 

Hassan J, Freddie H, Theo B and Harri G for all working hard on their GCSE coursework and making significant progress at a crucial 

time in their studies. Mr Mitchell 

Well done to Jack L and Seojun L for continuing to produce high quality GCSE geography work, week in week out. Mr Mitchell  

Michael C has several commendations owing to him for working at Level 9 standard in Geography throughout the term. A huge 

achievement so far. Mr Mitchell 

And as we are finishing online learning this week, a note from Mr Mitchell in general… 

I have been really impressed with overall standard of politeness shown by all the boys I have taught online and I am sure many 

teachers share the same thoughts. Small comments about how my day was going or simple ‘thank yous’ have often raised my spirits 

on the dreariest of days and there has been a lot of good humour too. Mr Mitchell 

 

 



COMMENDATIONS 

The following commendations have been awarded to boys in each subject area or from their Form Teacher in a subject:  

Art    French 

Rex T 6L   Will H 7P Louis L 4S 

   Joe H 7P  Ryan L 4S 

   Ebrahim B 2L Fraser S 4S 

   Hussain K 6L Toby H 3M   

Tommy W & Alex H 8L: Music, Miss Foster 

The following boys in 5F all received commendations for their classwork recently: Benji A, Jamil H, Max K, Bertie L, Byron M (2) 

Henry H, Harry W & Zac W. Ms Forbes 

The following boys in 3M all received a commendation for their Topic work recently: Ciaran P, Gregory C, Toby H, Zach B, Zachary 

B, William N-B & Jamie C. Mrs Marskell  

The following boys in 7BA all received commendations for their work in Science: Ayaan S, Arlo S , Josh McC, James McD, Ethan 

C, Conor T, Theo M &  Toby C. Miss Patel 

Henry S 8L: ‘Fast Tomato’ sessions, Mr Laudy  Freddie H 11W: English, Mr March 

Ben C 8T: Science, Miss Patel   Alex H 8L: History, Mrs Haunstetter 

Izan S & Kieran S 6S: English, Mme Swift  Michael C 11W: History, Mr Mitchell 

 

HOUSE POINTS 

A real mix up of results again this week! Marlborough and Wellington score 258 – EACH—exactly the same which 

does show you that every house point makes a real difference! Nelson place 2nd and Drake tip toe to the top with 11 

more points to take 1st place. Over all… All change! Wellington place 4th, it’s a close 3rd and 2nd with Drake and 

Marlborough in hot contention, but Nelson place 1st with a massive 2543 points. Great home learning boys; don’t 

forget you can earn lots of house points next week when you go back to Games lessons and around school being po-

lite and sensible. Miss Smith 

Monday  Tuesday   Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Main Dessert Main Dessert Main Dessert Main Dessert Main Dessert 

Chicken & 

Pesto Pasta; 

Pesto Pasta 

(V) 

Fresh fruit    

yoghurts, 

mini 

doughnuts 

Beef & 

Onion Pie;  

Fresh Veg 

Pie with 

Brocolli 

Fresh fruit   

yoghurts, 

flapjack 

Thai Red Chicken 

Curry; Red Pepper 

Curry (V) with 

Brown & White 

Rice 

Fresh fruit 

yoghurts, 

cheese & 

biscuits 

Sausage 

Casserole; 

Veggie   

Sausage 

Casserole 

(V) 

Fresh fruit, 

yoghurts 

Assorted 

Homemade 

Pizza with 

Baked Beans 

Fresh fruit 

yoghurts, 

cookies 

LUNCH MENU week beginning 8 March 2021 



Year 9 GCSE Options Evening 
  
The year’s Year 9 GCSE options evening will take place remotely via your son’s 
TEAMS account. If you have any questions following the discussion at the Parents 
evening, then please do email them to me at s.sukhdeo@kingswoodhouse.org so 
that these can be passed on to the relevant member of staff and answered either 
beforehand or on the evening.  

 Congratulations—MARS Apprenticeship Scheme 
 The school were delighted to learn that one of our Year 11 students, Harri G in 11W, has 
won a place on the prestigious, and highly selective, Mars Engineering Apprenticeship 
scheme. The international company, with the world’s largest manufacturing output of 
chocolates and confectionary, sees thousands of hopeful candidates apply and offers 
only three places on it’s four year scheme that funds full-time college attendance in the 
first instance, and then training in role and part-time college to complete the apprentice-
ship, with excellent employment prospects at the end. Harri had two online interviews 
and had to give a 15 minute presentation and answer a Q&A role play to win the offer. 
We are very proud of him and wish him every success in his future career choice.  

KHA Online Quiz Night  

Thank you to everyone 
who took part in our 
online Quiz Night with a 
record number of fami-
lies in attendance! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to the Podobrigora family who 
were the winners! 
Some fun trivia from the night..... there were 55 ques-
tions and 55 families joined in. 
‘Guess the Teacher’ proved to be the most difficult 
round for everyone! 
With special thanks to Julie our fabulous Quiz Mistress, 
Jemma for writing the questions, Mark for his technical 
support and to the staff who joined in after a week of 
online Teams school. 
We look forward to seeing you next year, hopefully in 
person. Lisa Reece, Chair the KHA  

Build Your ‘Happy Place’ 

A message from Ms Timothy… please do remember her ‘drop-

in’ sessions next week when we are back in school. If you are 

anxious or worried about something, or just feel the need for 

some space to talk and be listened to.  

Meanwhile, this weekend—have you thought about trying 

some yoga to focus on your ‘calm zone’? You can find lots of 

great online links for this here  

There is also a great game to try here that is all about finding 

out ways to express yourself and conquer your fears and wor-

ries… She is always interested in hearing what you do if you 

want to share your activities. 

Congratulations to Avaneesh in 7BA who has just submitted his entry for 
the Historical Association’s fiction writing competition, with an excellent 
story about the First World War entitled, ‘One Last Message …’. 

You still have plenty of time if you would also like 
to participate – deadline is May 28th—more details 
here. Mrs Haunstetter  

mailto:s.sukhdeo@kingswoodhouse.org
https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/calm-zone
https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/games/wall-of-expression/
https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/categories/531/news/3451/write-your-own-historical-fiction-competition-2021


The ‘Peg Lady’ of the Lamp... 

Years 1 & 2 have been learning about 

Florence Nightingale, 'The Lady with the 

Lamp'. They have worked incredibly 

hard and discovered lots of facts about 

her life, for example, did you know that 

she founded modern nursing in Britain 

and the Nightingale Hospitals, set up 

during the Covid pandemic, are named 

after her?  We also discovered that she ate bananas every day!  The boys made these fantastic Florence Nightin-

gale peg dolls who are even carrying a tiny lamp  What great attention to detail, boys, well done!  Mrs Lambert  

Science Enrichment in French! 

For this term's Science Enrichment, linked to the 

French curriculum as well, the boys in Year 5 

were asked to research a French scientist. Well 

done to all the boys who created some lovely 

posters; there are too many to include but here 

are a couple of examples: 

 

 

 

Enzo in 5S wrote all of the information in French 

which was a super effort! Mme Swift 

Open Wide! 

As part of Year 3 Science curriculum this term, the boys are learning all about 

teeth! One of our class parents, Mrs Haselden, was a dentist in her previous 

job and very kindly offered to talk to the boys about their teeth—they learnt 

a great deal from her including how many teeth are in the mouth—they had 

to check with a mirror! - the different parts of a tooth and she even dressed 

up in her uniform. The boys all had great fun and asked lots of questions so it 

was truly interactive experience.  

 

Many thanks to Mrs Haselden for bringing this 

topic alive for our boys! Mrs Marskell 



Creative Corner 

Mrs Wraith is very much 

looking forward to getting all 

the resources out in the Art 

Room next week with every-

one back in lessons together, 

but she has been pleased 

with all the recent work. still 

life drawing and some Pop 

Art pieces—from portraits to 

food labels—as well as some 

warm sunsets that have been 

submitted this week!  



Science Enrichment 

This week, Miss Black has been delighted to receive so many beautiful photographs taken by pupils of all ages, whilst 

in the ‘great outdoors’ and appreciating Nature either simply in their back gardens, or whilst out on a walk.  Eagle eye 

pupils have spotted all manner of different birds, signs of Spring, picturesque sunsets and sculptural trees. A good, 

enquiring scientific eye can be seen in all of them—well done, boys, keep it up!  



It looks like 4S 

are having a 

great  

World Book 

Day online…! 

Well done for 

making the 

effort everyone 

Both at home, and in school, the Lower Prep 

enjoyed the challenge of creating a ‘Story Box 

Theatre’ based on a favourite traditional tale 

or book character! 

Always great to see Harry 

Potter and assorted      

characters turn up to    

lessons on a day that truly 

celebrates great writing 

and books and a love of 

reading... 



Waving Goodbye… 

... to online learning, as we sit and stare at 

our screens and give ourselves a well-

deserved pat on the back for getting 

through this last period of lockdown and 

restrictions at home, which meant many of 

us were not in school.  

Our Risk Assessments and Policies relating 

to the return on 8th.March can be found 

on our website here; there has been a huge 

amount of work behind the scenes from Mr 

Murphy, Mrs Witts and the whole team to 

ensure a safe and stress-free return—many 

thanks to all involved.  

Well done to the incredible effort shown by all boys, staff and parents 

supporting our online learning since January—thank you.  

Wishing all our families and staff a lovely, restful weekend—hopefully 

with some Spring sunshine… looking forward to seeing you next week 

in school. Any concerns—don’t hesitate to get in touch! 

https://www.kingswoodhouse.org/parents-information/policies-reports-publications/

