
 

Kingswood House School,  
56 West Hill,  
Epsom,    
KT19 8LG 
 
School Office:  
01372 723590      
office@kingswoodhouse.org  
     
Sports Line:  
01372 746590      
 
Study Centre:  
01372 746594 

www.kingswoodhouse.org  

KINGSWOOD WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Autumn Term 

11 December 2020 

    The Kingswood House Way 

Dear Parents 

This week has presented significant logistical challenges which the school has met head-on with 
enterprise and resolution. On behalf of those staff who were isolating at home, I heartily thank our 
colleagues for the good humour and steadfast willingness they showed in order to keep everything 
running as normally as possible; they evidently did a brilliant job in this respect because many 
pupils at school were completely oblivious to the number of absentees! Equally, those working 
from home have gone above and beyond to make the children’s learning as seamless as possible.  

I have said it before, and I will say it again, but strength can often be drawn from adversity. The 
magnificent way we responded as a team to such a difficult, serious predicament speaks volumes 
for the kind of school we are, where the needs of the pupils are prioritised above everything else. I  
was also incredibly impressed by the way those boys at home accessed their lessons and 
maintained their learning with such maturity; thank you to their parents as well for ensuring they 
were properly organised at home - a great effort all-round. Fortunately, we will have a full 
compliment of pupils and staff in school on Monday and we can all look forward to sharing in some 
much-needed end of term festivities. Please note, this week’s Mention in Dispatches and HM Blog 
will be the last this term but a short end of term missive will be sent out on Wednesday.  

In the week, we saw the inception of ‘V’ Day in joyous recognition of the first vaccinations to 
safeguard against Covid-19. The first recipient of an injection was 90 year old grandmother, 
Margaret Keenan, whose relieved expression and earnest message of hope quickly spread across 
the world thanks to the power of social media.  

Less well known is the quirky fact that the second person in line was a Mr William Shakespeare 
from Warwickshire - it might just be my sense of humour but surely someone in the hospital at 
Coventry could have arranged for him to go first? The irony would have been delicious!  

Speaking of Britishness, the Prime Minister is running out of time to secure a meaningful deal with 
the EU; the future of our trading relationship looks very uncertain but surely it is in the interests of 
both parties to make some sensible compromises? Time will tell... 

Thank you once again for your continued patience, support and understanding at such an exacting 
time. We aim to send out Christmas musical items early next week, once all the boys are back in 
school, whilst end of term grade cards and reports will follow as soon as practically possible before 
the end of term. On the last day, there will be a staggered pick up around midday with firm timings 
being sent to you shortly. In the meantime, I am looking forward to enjoying some much-needed 
jollity with the boys and staff, including Christmas jumpers each and every day next week! 

Finally, I offer my best wishes to Jewish families for the celebration of Hanukkah, with the apt 
symbolism of light, which is currently underway. 

Yours sincerely   Margaret Keenan and William Shakespeare ... 

 

 

Duncan Murphy  

Headmaster  

 

KHS IS MOVING TO CO-EDUCATION IN SEPTEMBER 2021 - find out more here 

@Kingswood_house 
      

Kingswood House 

@kingswoodhouse 

@KHSprep 

https://www.kingswoodhouse.org/our-school/co-education-at-khs/


Please find below the calendar dates for next week and any current notices: 

DECEMBER  / JANUARY 2021             WEEK 1 

Monday 14  

 

1300 

Divisional Heads’ Weekly Update 

Christmas Jumpers encouraged to be worn by all… 

Christmas Lunch for Lower & Upper Prep boys 

Lower Prep Father Christmas Visit! 

 

Tuesday 15  Christmas Jumper Day 

Christmas Lunch for Senior boys 

Wednesday 16  

1200 onwards 

1200 

1215 

1230 

1245 

Christmas jumpers encouraged to be worn by all…! 

School breaks up at the following staggered times: 

Lower Prep dismissed 

Years 5 & 6 

Years 7 & 8 

Seniors 

 Monday  Tuesday    Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Christmas lunch with all the 

trimmings; Vegetarian options 

too; home-provided packed 

lunch 

 

Fresh 

Fruit; 

Mince 

pies 

Christmas lunch with all the 

trimmings; Vegetarian options 

too; home-provided packed 

lunch 

 

Fresh 

Fruit; 

Mince 

pies 

NO LUNCH 

SERVICE—

school breaks 

up from 12pm 

Christmas 

holidays! 

Christmas 

holidays! 

Spring Term Clubs 

Please find details for Clubs in the 

Spring Term on the website here. 

We have a fun and exciting new club 

starting in January...Lower Prep Music 

Club with Miss Foster 1-1.30pm in the 

Music Room on Thursdays.   

Come along and enjoy making some 

music together and trying different 

instruments. 

LOST PROPERTY: 

If a boy has lost an item of kit or clothing, parents should email: lostproperty@kingswoodhouse.org 

LUNCH MENU week commencing  14th December 2020 

Christmas Jumpers as ‘uniform’ 14, 15 & 16th.December! 

We are encouraging all staff and boys to don their best festive tops, 

with the remainder of their uniform and face masks, for the last two 

and a half days of term—Monday 14th. Tuesday 15th. and the 

morning of Wednesday 16th. please. We feel this will fill school with 

festive cheer in celebration at the end of term.  

https://www.kingswoodhouse.org/parents-information/extra-curricular/
mailto:lostproperty@kingswoodhouse.org


   Mr Murphy’s  

 

This week’s Headmaster’s video blog shares some topical thoughts with parents and is the last of the term. Pleasingly, there is also 

lots of good news to share in the form of more wonderful examples of our school values in action.  

 You can read the names of pupils nominated below and see the HM Blog: here 

 

LOWER PREP 

1 & 2L 

Jack S for working hard on his writing in all lessons. Mrs Lambert 

3M 

Jamie C for amazing one to one work with Mrs Wood during the maths lesson. 

Toby H who was off on Thursday afternoon, wrote an amazing story about elves, gold and an egg and Santa going on a diet! Mrs 

Marskell 

4S 

All of 4S for their amazing prep on designing their own settlement….some on paper….some out of cardboard….some out on Lego 

and some on Minecraft! A super creative effort from ALL 11 boys in 4S. Miss Smith 

 

UPPER PREP 

5F 

Henry S for some lovely home schooling work and Nathan J for working so well independently. I have to say how well Year 5 have 

settled to working at home. Ms Forbes 

5S 

The whole of 5S for accepting the situation of having to switch to online learning at home and go into self-isolation; they were keen 

to get started on day one and took it in their stride. 

Fraser B for writing me a lovely persuasive letter about Christmas decorations. Mrs Seiver 

6R 

I would like to mention 6R in how well they took the news about having to go home and self-isolate. I know many of them were 

really looking forward to getting out of lockdown and taking part in team sports again. They have been superb in arriving for regis-

tration and taking part in lessons. Well done and I am looking forward to having you all back next week. Ms Roets 

Both Jackson W and Howard K  for their spectacular Spectrum diagrams – such accuracy with a very tricky concept. Mr Barratt 

Hussain K for being extremely helpful during the Computer Science Teams lesson. Thank you. Mrs Webb 

Lauti Y- Congratulations (again!) for passing your violin exam, what a fabulous achievement and our first entry into the hall of fame! 

Miss Foster 

6S 

Kieran S, Jack G and Harry P who were suddenly faced with working from home, away from their classmates, but have shown great 

diligence. They are ready on time for the lessons and work hard to complete all the work they are given. Mme Swift 

Jack S for teaching himself some skills in Photoshop and creating a fabulous image! Mrs Webb 

7BA 

Theo W for a more mature attitude seen in class this week. Mr Barratt 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2HqBFjHsKE&t=1s


Continued… 

 

7Bl  

Zac M and Jonathan B since both boys have taken well to using Teams and have used form time to ask sensible questions to help 

them prepare for the day ahead. Miss Black 

Luca S-S was the first to share his 'positive moment of the week' in the Teams form period; it sparked a lovely discussion that in-

volved lots of 7BL boys sharing a positive moment. Miss Black 

Dylan B for working so hard during his online music lesson last week; Mr Bradfield was incredibly impressed with your attitude to the 

unusual learning experience. Miss Foster 

8L   

Year 8 - Miss Roets' maths group. You were amazing when we did the Polymer clay activity. Mr Laudy can be proud of his form, as 

they arrived on time, assisted with setting up and most importantly helped with clearing everything up in such a way that no one 

would have known we did an activity by the start of the next lesson! Ms Roets 

8T 

The boys who decorated the French room and tree during their break time – Lukas C, Owen C, Tobias v-H, Zachary F and Ben H. Mme 

Taylor 

SENIORS 

9H  

Mr Sukhdeo’s maths group get a special mention for adapting so seamlessly to his virtual lessons last week. 

Minsup Kim - congratulations for your distinction in Grade 3 violin, very much deserved! Miss Foster 

9T  

Ali A-R, Pete D, Alfred L, Ethan S Theo V-P, James G and Alex H for leading their teams and working particularly well in their Macbeth 

project. Mr Twinley  

10H 

Eddie F and Joseph O for being really helpful one lunchtime in moving some things from one classroom to another. Mrs Haunstetter  

Sam Sl, Sam Sq and Harry R for giving a helping hand after their Maths lesson to ensure everything has been cleared up after their 

construction and polymer clay session. Well done. Ms Roets 

Hugo D for excellent commitment to music in producing a very special performance for the Christmas Concert - you should be very 

proud! Miss Foster 

10W 

Max M-N and Jack B for contributing to the Christmas Concert. Mrs Weston 

Mr Sukhdeo’s maths group get a special mention for adapting so seamlessly to his virtual lessons last week. 

Ewan W for excellent Computer Science prep. Mrs Webb 

11B 

Oliver P is to be commended for showing empathy, patience and understanding with his peers on Tuesday. Mr Bailey 

11W 

Jun Park joined us this term and has settled so well into school life. He is the epitome of Kingswood values and deserves praise for his 

determination to be a part of the community. Mrs Wraith 

Mr Sukhdeo’s maths group get a special mention for adapting so seamlessly to his virtual lessons last week. 

 

 



Year 8 PSHE—Going all ‘Starry Eyed’ 

In PSHE today 8T considered and shared things they 

feel grateful for and things that would make the 

world a better place.  Here are some of their ideas—

a super range that makes you smile with gratitude at 

their thoughtfulness and youthful outlook on life ! 

Madame Taylor  

Awards and Accolades all round... 

Sam A in 5S has just received his fourth 

(?!!)  Blue Peter badge which is a limited 

edition Olympic Sports badge.  He re-

ceived it for his hard work learning to 

play Hockey with Epsom Hockey Club—

well done Sam!   

We are also delighted to share that Noah 

S in 7P finally received his over-due accolade at his football 

club’s awards ceremony for last season He was awarded 

’Clubman of the Season’ for being a 

great team player, supporting and en-

couraging others, always volunteering 

to step in to other positions and for 

being enthusiastic and positive each 

session. Wonderful to hear such a list 

of honours, Noah—you have certainly 

been displaying the Kingswood House 

Way outside of school.  

 

Year 3 and 4 Maths 

During Year 3 and 4 maths lesson, the boys have been adding numbers mentally with the help of the Denes. This is a 

great practical method to help pupils seethe practical application and implication of addition. Great work, boys,  keep it 

up. Mrs Marskell 

Crazily good 

Cellular 

Cakes!  

Year 7    

Science 

prep  

Brilliant 

learning... 



Dear Parents 

Please be aware we have updated our ‘Plans & Procedures’ for opening school during the pandemic within the current 

tier government guidelines; the information can be found on the school website here should you wish to have a look. 

Thank you. Mrs Witts 

#beyondtomorrow 

A note from Ms Timothy who would like to guide our parents to 

this youngminds site. We understand that this year has been 

tough and this website might offer support and advice for your-

self and your family. 

The nationally running campaign #beyondtomorrow aims to make 

sure that  the Government prioritises mental health provi-

sion  and it is developed and sustained for the long term, both for 

school aged children and adults as the pandemic is an unprece-

dented crisis and irrespective of age. More information can be 

found here  

There is also an app called MeeTwo which is free and designed for 

children aged 11+ to talk about difficult things and chat with like-

minded peers and get support in similar situations. All posts are 

screened before publication by a team of experts who ensure the 

questions get safe, smart support ; only positive feedback is pub-

lished. The mental health charity Youngminds recommends it and 

it is also featured on the NHS apps library.  

Ms Timothy has displayed this beautiful Christmas tree in school 

to make us all stop and think #beyondtomorrow 

Film making? 

Something of interest for some 

of our families, perhaps? 

For more information please 

look at www.sparksarts.co.uk 

and  support a local business. 

https://www.kingswoodhouse.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/KHS-Plans-and-Procedures-for-School-Opening-Updated-02.12.2020.pdf
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/beyond-tomorrow/
http://www.sparksarts.co.uk
http://www.sparksarts.co.uk


Maths Enrichment 

Both our Year 6 classes had an attempt at creating their own codes in the week 

for their enrichment task; they worked enthusiastically with a wide ranging re-

sponse that would keep any secret safe for a long time! Well done boys. Follow-

ing on form this, during their TEAMS session they looked at solving codes based 

on the ones being worked on by Alan Turing during the Second World War—you 

can almost hear their brains whirring around in this picture taken during the les-

son! Ms Roets  

Virtual School Trip to the Zoo! 

A very excited Year 3 and 4 took part 

in a virtual school trip this week; we 

logged into the BBC live lesson which 

was being broadcast and filmed live 

at Chester Zoo.  

Their topics of study were creatures 

and colour and the zoo had plenty to 

‘show and tell’ the audience—from camouflage to habitats and adaptions, the boys learnt loads. This knowledge will help 

with learning and topics that will be explored in class, later in the year. It was enjoyed by all and made a change from the 

usual classroom delivery of a lesson. Miss Smith  

Study Centre News  

The Study Centre has been a hive of activity this term with lots of boys coming up to the top of the 

school to work with the team. We have welcomed Mrs McMurtrie and Mrs Rai to the Literacy Team.  

As I am sat here typing this, I can hear lots of giggling as some boys search for baubles to decorate a 

Christmas tree with high frequency words!  

The latter half of the term saw us carrying out lots of termly re-

views as well as Study Centre Parents’ Consultation appointment; 

these were all held successfully using MS Teams and we hope to 

join the rest of the school in using Schools Cloud in the not too 

distant future—watch this space! The Study Centre team would 

like to wish you and your families a safe and Happy Christmas. 

We look forward to welcoming the boys back in January.  

Miss Wilson & Mrs Ibbitson  



Year 1 and 2 boys enjoyed a PE lesson in the warmth and dry of Langlands hall rather than the field, for a change, 

and it gave them the ideal opportunity to explore and enhance their balance skills. The boys have been working 

on this skill during this term and they showed a great deal of expertise. 



Senior Science 

The boys in 

10H were 

measuring the 

efficiency of a 

bouncy ball 

using rulers 

and the slow 

motion film-

ing option on 

the iPad to capture the height of the rebound bounce!  

It was lovely to see them applying their science knowledge to everyday life—great learning going on. Miss Patel  

Online Art Lesson 

This lively depiction of ‘The View from Your Window’ 

was submitted by Harry W who has noted lots of details 

and simplified them in a semi-abstract manner.  

Mrs Wraith was very pleased with the work and effort 

made! 

History Notes 

History lessons are getting very involved with Mrs Haunstetter who, along with the Years 8 

classes are listening to Captain Smith on the bridge of Titanic, explaining the causes and 

consequences of Titanic sinking.  

One INCREDIBLE contribution came from James C in 8L who revealed an astonishing piece 

of family history… “My great grandmother emigrated to the USA in 1912 with her fiancé, 

my great grandfather  They were booked on Titanic but her parents would not allow them 

to travel together.  Great grandfather was then booked on to another earlier ship and great 

grandmother on the Titanic, but when she went to board the ship she was told it was over 

booked and she was put on the Carpathia, which went in to pick up Titanic survivors. My 

great grandmother kept her Titanic ticket in a glass case in the parlour”.  Just WOW! What 

an amazing story to have in the archives.  

Mrs Haunstetter 



Year 6 Castles! 

Some absolutely brilliant 

castle models from 6S 

who have been working 

on these during their 

prep over the last few 

weeks. They support the 

learning they have been 

doing which explores 

how William the Con-

queror controlled Eng-

land after winning the 

Battle of Hastings in 

1066.  

 

 

Really imaginative, great work, well 

done boys!  Mrs Haunstetter 

Careers News 

Miss Black spoke to the 

school in a virtual Assembly 

this week to introduce the 

new careers programme and 

explain its relevance for all 

pupils.  

The main point being that 

decisions made today affect 

choices tomorrow and that, 

most importantly, school is 

here to support everyone all 

the way.  

There is more information on 

this from Miss Black towards 

the end of the Newsletter if 

you read on; any questions, 

do email her directly  

mailto:a.black@kingswoodhouse.org


Year 10 GCSE Drama Performance 

Curtains up in Langlands! On Wednesday night the Drama department were delighted to hold their first ever GCSE 

exam performance. All the boys either performed a monologue or a group piece that they had devised themselves 

from a series of stimuli. The theme of the evening was ‘A Box of Memories’. Despite some nerves, the boys really 

rose to the occasion and performed so well. The drama department are grateful to all staff who were able to attend 

socially distanced cheering the boys on. What a wonderful evening for all concerned in the middle of very strange 

times we find ourselves in just before  Christmas...let the shows begin once more! Mrs Horley 



A Christmas Concert from Miss Foster! 

How lucky are we in school?! Miss Foster spent her weekend creating a little Christmas 
piano concert for the boys and staff to watch!  

 

She reveals the concept was thus, “ With the first lockdown in Spring, I 
challenged myself to learn how to play jazz piano. Although I did my 
Grade 8 classical piano when I was in Year 10, I wanted to be that cool 
person who could sit down at a piano, anywhere, and be able to play it. I 
have always struggled with memorizing music, and I always thought 
that made me a bad musician because people could memorize hard piec-
es and I couldn’t even memorize ‘Happy Birthday’! I was also teaching 

piano during the first lockdown over zoom and so would send videos to my students of what I was practicing and 
how I was getting on; this really helped me progress with my learning. I hope you all  like these jazzy arrangements of 
popular Christmas songs - there’s a little bit of everything in there from boogie woogie to Jazz Waltzes… enjoy!” You 
can listen here  

Wonderful Miss Foster—thank you very much indeed for this bespoke concert!  

Look at this fabulously festive calendar work from Years 1 and 2! 

KHA Fundraising Initiative 

If you are considering 

stocking up on your wood 

supplies this Winter 

please take a look at this 

site who are generating 

funds for the school with 

every purchase. 

Thank you in advance for 

your support. 

Lisa Reece 

Chair KHA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UdwtsG4ZNk&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3t2AJRhBS625JoJrIVjTPvf99Thf_J62_chlTos5Wwx_XSb0uC5TxJQXQ


Online Music Experiments! 

6R have worked incredibly 

hard with their music during 

their online lessons. We had 

Lauti play and demonstrate 

his violin to us all last week,  

and this week we were using 

Chromes Music Lab to com-

pose melodies and songs. Here is George D’s composition. You can experi-

ment yourself here  

A very Important Writing Task... 

Years 1 and 2 have written very special 

letters to Father Christmas and they 

found the ideal place to post them - 

the fireplace in Mr Murphy’s office! 

Mrs Harding very kindly offered to 

contact Father Christmas and let him 

know that the letters were ready to be 

collected...we are hoping that when 

we go back tomorrow, the letters will 

be gone.  Fingers crossed! #IBelieve 

Mrs Lambert 

 

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com


 

 

Online Science Learning—with a festive twist! 

Despite their self-isolation as a year group, our Year 5 boys have carried on 

working on their Science curriculum online at home this week.   

This term we have been studying the topic, ‘States of Matter’ in which we have 

explored different substances and how they behave including solids, liquids and 

gas.  

The boys have been producing posters and PowerPoints about what they have 

learnt and conducting some Christmas States of Matter experiments with 

household substances; there were some great examples of work produced and 

obviously some super investigation and experimentation at home—well done, 

boys! Ms Forbes  

PS. Elf on the Shelf loves Science experiments too, boys…! 

 



Dear Parents—a note from Miss Black, Head of Careers 

Education does not finish after GCSE examinations and the choices that the boys at Kingswood House make affect the broader 

trajectory of their lives. It is important that decisions are a clear reflection of the advice and support we give them. It is therefore 

my pleasure in providing you with the following careers plan for the spring term: 

Whole school 

In the spring term, the whole school will be reflecting on the careers assembly delivered this week. Each class will have the op-

portunity to talk with their form teachers about how day-to-day life at school can mould their future. In all school divisions, pu-

pils will be learning about what it means to have a job and the pathway that they will need to take in order to achieve their 

goals. It is important that all pupils show ambition to achieve a future goal and then think about the choices that they need to 

make for this to be successful. 

Year 7 

In the spring term, Year 7 will receive their introduction to the careers curriculum through 

the delivery of careers-based lessons in the Friday afternoon form period session. This will 

prepare them for the Summer term when they will have the opportunity to access the 

specialist Fast Tomato software. This in turn will provide the pupils with some interesting 

context for their strengths and weaknesses when considering the options that are open 

to them in the future.  

Year 8 

When Year 8 return to Kingswood House after the Christmas break, they will be using their Tuesday period 2a time slot to ac-

cess Fast Tomato in the ICT suite. This will commence with 8T in the first half of term followed by 8L in the second half of term. 

The Fast Tomato sessions will help the Year 8 cohort to think about how their choices at GCSE can affect their future; the soft-

ware will be used to plan a career path from GCSE, to A level choices, followed by a degree/apprenticeship/ vocational courses 

right up to a future job! These sessions will run alongside the form time careers lessons, also delivered in the Friday form period. 

This is an excellent opportunity for Year 8 pupils; it will help them see in motion the chain reaction of how the choices they make 

today can affect tomorrow. 

Senior School 

Boys in Years 9, 10 and 11 will continue to spend one study period per week using the Fast Tomato careers software. They will 

have opportunities to explore UCAS, personal statement writing, discover many different degree choices as well as vocational 

qualifications and apprenticeships. 

Year 9 will reflect upon their work for STRIDE Business & Enterprise as well as receiving guidance for choosing the sixth form or 

college that is right for them. 

During form periods, the boys will have one to one conversations with their form teachers. This will provide pupils with an op-

portunity to discuss the colleges they are considering and their choices for further study. In these sessions, form teachers will be 

able to use the data collected by the Fast Tomato software and provide personalised and bespoke advice for each of their pupils. 

Each term, the boys will progress through the careers curriculum with new opportunities to look forward to, such as: Year 10 

interview practice in the Summer term, the chance to explore internships and apprenticeships, opportunities to attend career 

fairs, visit universities (Covid permitting) and much more! 

Please do feel free to support and reinforce this significant development at home and 

do not hesitate to reach out if you have any queries. 

Yours sincerely 

Miss Black 

Head of Science 

Careers Co-ordinator 

 


